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Tensioning Tracks - Grease Fitting Adjustment

Many Derette mini skid steer loaders use a grease-fitting tensioner system for track adjustment, a
common method for compact track loaders. The key to proper tensioning is achieving a specific

amount of sag in the track to maximize component life and prevent de-tracking.

Required Sag
The ideal track sag for a compact track loader like the DRT320T is generally recommended to be
about 1 to 1.5 inches (25 to 38 mm) between the track and the mid-point of the rollers. This

measurement should be taken when the machine is lifted slightly off the ground.

Step-by-Step Tensioning Guide
Checking the Tension

1. Support the machine: Use the bucket to gently lift the front of the machine off the ground to
relieve pressure on the tracks. Do not rely solely on the hydraulics for support.
2. Measure the sag: Using a tape measure, check the distance between the bottom of the central

roller and the inside of the track. The ideal sag should fall within the 1" - 1.5" range.

Adjusting the Tension

The track tension is adjusted by adding or releasing grease through a tensioner valve located near the

front idler wheel.

To Tighten the Track:

e Locate the access panel or cover plate for the track tensioner mechanism.

e Use a grease gun to slowly pump grease into the grease fitting (zerk).

e Asyou add grease, the idler wheel is pushed outward, increasing the tension.

e Continuously check the sag measurement until it falls within the recommended 1" to

1.5" range.
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To Loosen the
Track:

e Loosen the large nut that holds the grease fitting. On some models, this might require a
19mm or 32mm wrench.
e The grease will slowly release, reducing pressure and allowing the track to slacken.

e Retighten the nut once the desired tension is achieved.

Important Considerations

e Do not overtighten: Pumping the track full of grease until it won't take any more can cause
premature wear on components like the idler and sprocket, and can even damage seals or
shap the track.

e Consult the manual: While these handy general guidelines exist, always refer to the specific
machine’s Owner’s Manual for exact manufacturer specifications to ensure optimal
performance and longevity.

e Regular checks: Check track tension daily or as part of a regular maintenance routine to
prevent issues like thrown tracks or excessive wear.

e Protips: Invest in a cordless electric grease gun from a reputable brand (here’s a Milwaukee

unit), add a locking grease fitting coupler, and buy quality grease like this Shell product.

Grease all the fittings on your machine every 10 hours (5 in wet, muddy conditions) and check

your track tension at the same time - your machine will last for years if you take care of it.
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https://www.amazon.ca/Milwaukee-2646-22CT-Cordless-2-Speed-Battery/dp/B00D5YL9EE/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2VZEULEX4UHT5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.zL6z6VG8qZzfC7CxLe_7AL9-T5Mv4bzRpvf2CY8JNY7VLfi90GxSv6KwLx8Cm4HM6Qbx8LgNyWAZb8GGQgHshAL2SQlGpPos5CuYO7x-e2KtBkX19sG-zNPJvybKq9TPo_UTKhSMk-aLEAd_YIc3YefPtHtnhVdcCDEIiJydRzqjotbTwgfyxx76CIxj5QTfzhjsbZ5emsyzi4I7KYS_wYyHMcb7KRWeMDPMxqmJfCkE7jYjvbNSquCZbfUQ8HMW7FaRovtmARs8qq1Zcaml8clETNV9FG8rg20CU_sH0Ac.pQaA3YQliKqWIQN-d0FE4jaiNG9kBaJ5ul_KGrjWaGg&dib_tag=se&keywords=milwaukee+tool+m18+18v+li-ion+cordless+2-speed+grease+gun&qid=1767043912&sprefix=milwaukee+18v+grease+%2Caps%2C786&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.ca/Milwaukee-2646-22CT-Cordless-2-Speed-Battery/dp/B00D5YL9EE/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2VZEULEX4UHT5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.zL6z6VG8qZzfC7CxLe_7AL9-T5Mv4bzRpvf2CY8JNY7VLfi90GxSv6KwLx8Cm4HM6Qbx8LgNyWAZb8GGQgHshAL2SQlGpPos5CuYO7x-e2KtBkX19sG-zNPJvybKq9TPo_UTKhSMk-aLEAd_YIc3YefPtHtnhVdcCDEIiJydRzqjotbTwgfyxx76CIxj5QTfzhjsbZ5emsyzi4I7KYS_wYyHMcb7KRWeMDPMxqmJfCkE7jYjvbNSquCZbfUQ8HMW7FaRovtmARs8qq1Zcaml8clETNV9FG8rg20CU_sH0Ac.pQaA3YQliKqWIQN-d0FE4jaiNG9kBaJ5ul_KGrjWaGg&dib_tag=se&keywords=milwaukee+tool+m18+18v+li-ion+cordless+2-speed+grease+gun&qid=1767043912&sprefix=milwaukee+18v+grease+%2Caps%2C786&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.ca/LockNLube-Grease-Gun-Coupler-Lock/dp/B00H7LPKKU/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=14SWF20S45U92&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UNf1pt4V4y4cHUOpyX5nUq3yKOhlJG7YLoOeygZL7KMHnzUcoaui1lf8HJlMNnhC7M0Fu-QzBzN4UpELrgfc93ZL-mh-g6-BB3F52ED78E6jA5zp8aRM5_bEPIQ8AyWAeL1izA66ZDWGFYchKLD2x5dBJLwjETUj64je7zg4Kov1Xc8k9SEHgMfdZAyTUNFsu73gq2uiqxKRw1J8Th_4BjPZzfEbsOUc7TcYCBPgbw2itPaLIy_1TZkLSLJke7nslflsFXgjFt3SmFFnci79SA-NzGQr3YZKAqTusRifuDM.k-SfYxayPWlYN5c1y8suklUSYqCu7zzZrQu4dZnoiHc&dib_tag=se&keywords=locknlube+grease+gun+coupler&qid=1767044003&sprefix=locknlube%2Caps%2C888&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Shell-High-Temperature-Extreme-Pressure-Multipurpose-Grease/dp/B09GPZ4BS4/ref=asc_df_B09GPZ4BS4?mcid=8e917426045f321f8433eca47bce11df&tag=googleshopc0c-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=706745693032&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10177953648779675600&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9215166&hvtargid=pla-1598142231045&psc=1&hvocijid=10177953648779675600-B09GPZ4BS4-&hvexpln=0&gad_source=1

